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Mrs. Hartzler, Elementary Principal

The end of the year is upon us.  We have had a successful year.  As the year winds down and summer 

nears, there are some things to share with you.  Summer school is still in the works for August.  We will 

also be using state-approved progress monitoring (FAST) to measure what students are learning along 

the way.  

Some of our final activities this month will be (were) Go the Distance (May 4th), Day of Awesomeness 

(May 13th), Carousel Day (May 16th), and Little Norse Relays (May 19th).  We are excited about them 

all.  

Every year I put in a plea for having your children do some reading and math each day in the summer.  If 

you are unsure what to have your child do, please talk to the teacher and he/she will be happy to give you 

ideas.  Set aside a time in the day designated for school.  This is important or soon the whole summer is 

gone and we are getting our school supplies for the next school year.  There is a lot of research on the 

summer slide and to prevent that, it just takes 15-20 minutes a day with a book or activities at the child’s 

grade level.  Having your child read a book out loud to you at his/her level is good.  An adult reading to 

the child works.  Math flashcards or working on problem-solving are all ways to “play school” every day.  

Again, visit with your child’s teacher about more ways to help this summer.

The calendar for next year is on our webpage (rolandstory.school) so you can see when we start and 

end.  We are starting 5 minutes early next year so elementary will start at 8:15.  We will be getting out 

EVERY Wednesday at 1:30.  All early outs next year (holidays, parent-teacher conferences, etc.) will ALL 

be at 1:30.  Class lists will be available after July 15 on our website.  Supply lists will be available on the 

elementary page as well.  This year’s current supply list is there.

I will continue next year to use Remind as a way to remind you of events coming up.  We are now able to 

use PowerSchool to get parent numbers so there is no need to sign up anymore.

I hope you all have a wonderful, safe and restful summer.  Enjoy time with family.  If you need anything, 

don’t hesitate to give me a call.  733-4386.
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ELP (Extended Learning Program)/Enrichment K-8 
Ms. Houck 

It has been a busy year in ELP. We have worked with Sphero robots, read many books, worked on our 

computational thinking skills, and completed many challenging math problems. Students have worked on 

their grit and perseverance through the completion of many types of puzzles including KenKens, 

nonograms, Slitherlinks, Hidatos, Kakuros, and many others. Students have also improved their reading 

comprehension skills by completing book reports, writing stories, and competing in the 3rd and 4th Grade 

Norsemen Novel Knockout competitions. Congratulations to our winners from 3rd Grade champions, 

Evan Baker, Ellie Handsaker, and Ella Braucher! Congratulations to our 4th Grade winning team, Jerry 

Jensen, Joshua Dahl, and Liam Bjornson! These students read 14 books from a variety of genres, then 

competed against other teams to answer detailed questions about each book.  
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Students come first 

Progress monitor goals 

Everyone works hard 

Collaborating with general ed teachers 

IEPs are written 

Associates are the best! 

Love our students 

Evaluating student progress 

Doing our best 

United in serving our students 

Co-teaching in 3rd and 4th 

Always striving to meet goals 

Teaching the future 

Intervention strategies 

Onward and upward 

Never giving up! 

Jessica Johnston, Lynn Nielsen, Linda Norem 
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Kara Barker 7th/8th Band 

The Roland-Story Middle School Band program has had a great year! The 7th/8th Grade Band has been 
working on a more challenging repertoire and all students have shown a tremendous amount of growth as 
musicians. They performed in four concerts over the course of the year, as well as a performance at the 
RSMS Veterans Day Assembly in November. Several small ensembles also performed at the RSMS 
Senior Citizens Dinner in December.  
 
We had eight 8th grade students audition in October for the SCIBA 
Honor Band this year! Students from over 52 schools in central Iowa 
audition for a chance to play in one of the two SCIBA bands available 
for students—the competition is tough, and our students always do a 
great job representing Roland-Story. 

8th Grade Students 

• Lily Brunscheon--Flute

• Kelsey Johnston—Clarinet

• Leila Walton—Clarinet

• Mason Schnurstein—Baritone Saxophone

• Kaylee Koppes—French Horn 

• Evan Byersdorfer—Trumpet

• Cael Vermeer—Euphonium 

• Payton Curtis--Tuba  

Leila, Kelsey, Mason, and Kaylee were accepted into the top 8th-grade band.  We also had 

three 7th grade students selected for the honor band—Cassidy Jensen on clarinet, Mason Tice on tenor 

saxophone, and Jenna Birkland on trombone.

We had nineteen 6th, 7th, and 8th-grade students attend 

the first “Middles and Music” Honor Band at South Hamilton in 

January

6th Grade Students

• Colbie Bauman—Clarinet

• Elliana Vermeer—Clarinet

• Brianna Tjaden—Clarinet

• Emma Britten—Alto Saxophone

• Olivia Crowe—Trumpet

• Ben Eshelman—Trumpet
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• Logan Lande—French Horn

• Leif Skaar—Euphonium

• Kalen Bauman—Percussion

• Max Koppes—Percussion  

7th Grade Students

• Maddie Templeton—Flute

• Cassidy Jensen—Clarinet

• Maddi Lucas—Clarinet

• CJ Slifka—Trombone

• Ben Licht—Percussion  

8th Grade Students

• Lexi Butler—Clarinet

• Kelsey Johnston—Clarinet

• Evan Byersdorfer—Trumpet

• Payton Curtis—Tuba  

Eleven 6th grade students had the opportunity to attend the Central Iowa 6th Grade Honor Band 

in April at Nevada CSD. 

6th Grade Students

• Gracey Haberl—Flute

• Morgan Thompson—Flute

• Isabelle Ness—Clarinet

• Sofyia Reinhart—Clarinet

• Levi Britten—Alto Saxophone

• Hadley Carlson—Trumpet

• Taylor Rechkemmer—Trumpet

• Paige Berggren—French Horn

• Jacob Byersdorfer—Trombone

• Owen Hubert—Trombone

• Braden Byersdorfer—Percussion   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These were all awesome experiences, and our students had a great time playing with other 

students from across the state! 

Over forty 7th and 8th grade students are participating in the middle school jazz program this 

year! We have been spending lots of time learning about improvisation in our rehearsals this year, and 

many students are starting to try improvisation solos in front of their classmates and at concerts. We have 

also taken time during every rehearsal to talk about important jazz musicians. This year we learned about 

and listened to recordings of Louis Armstrong, Jon Batiste, Sonny Rollins, Ray Sims, Benny Goodman, 

Charles Mingus, Buddy Rich, and Paul Desmond. We want to give a special thank you to the jazz band 

parents for providing donuts this year, it helps with those early mornings!

Starting at the end of April the 7th/8th band will switch our focus from concert band to marching 

band. We will perform for the Memorial Day Program at the Roland Cemetery, will march in the 

Scandinavian Days Parade, and are hoping to have an informal marching performance during a school 

day in June. Students will also have the chance to march at Adventureland this year in May. This is an 

optional performance, but will allow us to celebrate a great school year! 

The 5th and 6th Grade Bands have been working hard and are having an awesome year! It has 

been fun to help the 5th graders learn their instruments and they have enjoyed the experience of playing 

with other musicians in a group band! We started the “5th Grade Band Cup” this year, and will be crowning 

an instrument champion at the end of each month. They are also loving the 5th Grade Norsemen Band 

Karate Challenge, and many are hoping to pass their black belts before our final concert on Monday, May 

9th.  

I have enjoyed watching the 6th Grade Band grow from the beginning stage to more advanced 

musicians over the last nine months. We are playing a much harder repertoire in the group band, and 

they are meeting these challenges every step of the way! They will have their final concert on Monday, 

May 9th at Roland-Story Middle School. 

This year we had Maddie Smith join the Roland-Story team as our middle school band student 

teacher. Maddie worked with our students in March, April, and part of May, and did a great job! She 

worked with all students in group lessons and worked with every grade level ensemble during many 

rehearsals. The students enjoyed working with Miss Smith and we wish her all the best in the future!  
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Judge Newsletter

Hello! My name is Catrina Judge, and I teach fifth-grade reading and language arts and seventh-grade 

language arts at Roland-Story Middle School. Currently, both groups are working on research projects. 

They are doing an excellent job of working their way through the laborious research process to find the 

answers to their research questions. Fifth-grade students are answering research questions that explore 

why things are the way they are in our world. Some questions students have generated include: “Why are 

there more dog breeds than cat breeds?” “How was basketball invented?” “Is space infinite?” and “How 

do you make pickles?” Seventh-grade students are working with an added layer of complexity; they are 

developing argumentative research papers centered around common debate topics such as school 

uniforms, cell phones in schools, and animal testing. 

Students have done an excellent job identifying quality sources for their research, developing mini-

research questions, organizing their notes and ideas, and sharing what they’ve learned with their 

classmates and with me. Students have learned how to assess a website’s credibility (and that there’s no 

such thing as the Pacific Northwest Tree Octopus!), how to consider two opposing viewpoints fairly, and 

how to read a source carefully to find information. It’s been a pleasure teaching such motivated, curious, 

and bright students!  

Erin Handsaker-Middle School Counselor 

What a school year this has been at Roland-Story Middle School! I continue to enjoy getting to know our 

students and the families in our communities. As a school counselor, I get the opportunity to teach 

classroom lessons to 5th, 6th, and 7th-grade students. Throughout our year we have talked about a wide 

variety of different topics, we have completed lessons on kindness, empathy, bullying, the brain and how 

to be a good learner, mindfulness, and many other things. I also get to work one-on-one with many 

different students in our building, also looking through the lens of being solution-focused to help our 

students to succeed both academically, socially, and emotionally in our school building. 

Our students continue to be incredibly resilient through a time with many changes being thrown at them. I 

am constantly reminded of the awesome students we have here at RSMS, how strong their work ethic is, 
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and how well they treat their peers inside and outside of our community. While we have wrapped up a lot 

of the changes/unknowns that COVID brought to the table, we are slowly returning to a new type of 

normal. It’s important we continually keep our student's and our staff’s mental health at the front of our 

minds. This year we added a mental health counselor in the building for students. She currently serves 

30-40 students each week. We have continued to talk often about different coping strategies for students, 

knowing that each will have their preferences. A few ways you can help support their mental health at 

home would be by asking your student what their favorite coping strategy is for when they are stressed. 

Practice different coping strategies with your student at home. Talk about your healthy coping strategies. 

Most importantly continue to support your students by having open and honest communication about 

where they feel their mental health is. Thank you for all you do to support your students in your homes! 

Be Courageously Excellent
by Chris Johnson, RSMS Vocal Music

It is an interesting thing to write an article for the last time. What would you say to the community you’ve 

served for almost half your life? What would you like to make sure your students knew before you left?

In my twenty-one years with the district, I’ve had the opportunity to make music with over one thousand 

Roland-Story middle schoolers in almost one hundred performances. Reflecting on my time here, I could 

certainly go down memory lane and discuss our many musical accolades, but instead, I want to focus on 

what I spent a lot of time on in class. Perhaps surprisingly, it’s not music. I want us to consider excellence 

and its inferior doppelganger, mediocrity.

By the slow erosion of our standards, all of us (generically, “society”) have enabled people to present 

mediocrity as quality. We have sacrificed effort and achievement for self-worth and ego. We are doing 

ourselves a grave disservice.

The student musicians at Roland-Story are very talented. You knew that, of course. What you might not 

know, though, is what kind of community is forged in the choir room. Our ability to laugh at our own 

mistakes, the courage to sing and dance with abandon, and the desire to push ourselves and each other 
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to be better than we were the last time — these are the qualities that allow for ensemble music-making 

that rises above the level of mediocrity.

It takes courage to seek out and expect excellence. It takes courage to speak out against the lies that 

surround us. Everything is not special. Effort does not equal achievement. Quantity does not equal 

quality. When we pretend otherwise, we are only deluding ourselves. While I am glad that I’ve been able 

to hone our students’ musicianship, I hope that I’ve been able — in some small way — to help our 

students both give and expect excellence from themselves and others.

Thank you for the opportunity to teach your children for all these years. I am grateful for the support and 

kindness showed to me. I am thankful that the district’s core values of humbly serving others, consistently 

committing to excellence, and focusing on the journey, not the destination have been on full display in the 

middle school. I am glad to be part of the Norsemen family!

Be courageous, give grace, and do your work with excellence. Remind yourself of what was, savor what 

is, and work hard to make what will be amazing. Let’s go, Norse!

Hesston Johnson-Middle School PE 

ISASP’s, Prom, Dances, Concerts, track meets, and musicals.  Is there anything R-S isn’t doing this 

spring?  What a great time of the year to be at a school involved with these fun events.  I feel very 

fortunate to be at a school where teachers and community members make the experience of school 

exciting and memorable.  I mean ISASP’s testing probably isn’t considered fun, but sure are memorable.  

On the other hand, I hope your child has fun in PE.  

This year we have benefited from our wonderful PTO.  We were able to purchase more fitness equipment 

and new scooters at the middle school.  The new scooters are larger and safer.  No pinched fingers!  We 

also adopted some weight equipment from the high school to give our middle schoolers a chance to lift 

weights more appropriate to their size.  Previously our biggest weight was 20 pounds.  Now we have 

kettlebells, medicine balls, barbells, and plates to use at the middle school.  

Over the next two to three weeks we will be fitness testing.  I am very interested to see where our 

students rank nationally.  I was recently reading a research paper concerning students' general fitness or 

lack thereof.  One of the reasons they cited was the lack of opportunities to move.  I laughed to myself 
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thinking about the number of opportunities our community provides.  Seventh and eighth graders have 

the opportunity to train 2x a week in the morning with Premier Training, PE 2x a week, recess every day, 

marching band, sports after school, and a recreation center in Story City.  I do believe we have a great 

community that provides plenty of opportunities for students to move.  Let’s keep moving!    

HS Language Arts - Mr. Matt Finn

We’ve covered a lot of ground in the second semester of Language Arts 1. Students have explored a 
world of mythical monsters and adverse situations in Homer’s epic poem The Odyssey, researched 
current issues while vetting digital sources to compose well-researched argument essays, and dug deep 
into Shakespeare’s classic tale of Romeo & Juliet. While the language of both The Odyssey and Romeo 
& Juliet can require second, third, and fourth studies to bring out the richness of the text, our freshmen 
students did a fantastic job of using textual evidence as grounds for their answers to difficult questions.

As a bridge from our unit on Shakespeare into our final unit on poetry, we studied the “Seven Ages of 
Man” monologue from As You Like It and referenced those seven ages as a comparison/contrast to the 
seven ages of our own lives. We are finishing the year with a poetry portfolio project where students will 
combine original poems with poems they’ve analyzed based on a common theme of their choosing. 

In Creative Writing, we just wrapped our original screenplay unit where students worked in small groups 
to produce an original plot treatment, a sequence of three consecutive scenes in screenplay format, and 
we finished the unit by watching the movie trailers each group produced to market their new film. Earlier 
in the semester students produced short fictional narratives, and memoirs while utilizing the workshop 
format. We are finishing the year with the entire Creative Writing class delivering their graduation 
speeches to our class on the senior’s last day. It should be a great way to cap off their careers as Roland-
Story students.

Tanner Stutzman- High School Vocal Music 

The Roland-Story Vocal Music Department has had another successful and busy year. In the fall, 28 
students auditioned for the Iowa All-State Chorus. Roland-Story had 15 students selected this year, 
coming in 3rd for total students selected behind West Des Moines Valley and Johnston. Those students 
are:  
Freshman - Heston McIlrath (1st year)

Sophomores - Lucas Wuebker, Thomas Tjaden, and Boaz Clark (1st year)

Juniors - Carly Halstead, John Martin, Emma Schnurstein, and Ella Sirna (1st year) Kayley Birkland and 
Mary Britten (2nd year) Amber Taylor (1st alternate)
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Seniors - Macy Friest (2nd year) Jacob Hennager and Drew Stalzer (3rd year) Parker Watts (2nd ever 4-
time All-State Musician in Roland-Story history)

In February, Roland-Story put on a production of Matilda the Musical. We competed in the Iowa High 
School Musical Theater Awards and were awarded the following:

Outstanding Overall Performance
Outstanding Ensemble

Outstanding Performance in a Principal Role - Ella Sirna as “Mrs. Wormwood”
Special Recognition in a Principal Role - Carly Halstead as “Matilda”
Special Recognition in a Principal Role - Jacob Hennager as “Mr. Wormwood”
Special Recognition in a Principal Role - Ally Ringsby as “Miss Trunchbull”

Ella Sirna was invited to compete in the Triple Threat Award competition in Des Moines in June. She has 
the opportunity to represent Iowa at the Jimmy Awards in New York City. She will also be performing a 
selection of her song “Loud” as part of the awards ceremony in Des Moines.

The Roland-Story Vocal Jazz Ensemble competed in the North Polk Comet Sensation on February 12th. 
They placed 1st place in Class 2A and were 2nd overall, beating 8 Class 4A ensembles. They also 
qualified for the Iowa Vocal Jazz Championships as one of the top 8 jazz choirs in 2A. They competed in 
March and for the second year in a row were crowned State Champions for Class 2A. 

The choir students headed to Ogden High School for the IHSMA Solo and Ensemble Contest at the 
beginning of April. RS students received 12 Division I “Superior” ratings and 3 Division II “Excellent” 
ratings. We also were awarded 6 perfect ballots. Those events were: Emma Schnurstein’s Vocal Solo; 
Parker Watts’s Vocal Solo; Trio of Kayley Birkland, Ella Sirna, and Mary Britten; Quartet of Kayley 
Birkland, Mary Britten, Parker Watts, and Jacob Hennager; Valkyries; and the Roland-Story Chamber 
Choir. We were also awarded 2 out of the 3 “Best of Center” performances. These are awarded to the 
best event in each center all day. The winners of these awards were Valkyries and the Roland-Story 
Chamber Choir. 

The Mixed, Treble, and Bass Choirs participated in the IHSMA Large Group Contest at Woodward-
Granger High School and had another successful showing. All three ensembles received Division I 
“Superior” ratings from all three judges, 3 of only 5 ensembles to do so all day. The Treble Clef Choir 
received perfect 40/40 scores from all three judges, the first Roland-Story ensemble to ever do so. 

Roland-Story High School has recently hired Mr. Landon Stalzer to be the next High School Vocal Music 
Teacher. Landon graduated from Roland-Story High School and then attended Wartburg College. Since 
graduation, Landon has been teaching 7th-12th grade Vocal Music at Harlan Community High School. 
Please welcome Landon Stalzer as he continues to add to the strong history of music at Roland-Story! 
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Amber Doyle- High School Art 
Students worked hard in different media all school year long to finally show off their work at our annual art 
shows.  In March, Independent art seniors Cade Diehl, Adrienne Hanson, Victoria Olson, Annie Selby, 
and Mychal Spencer helped set up the Heart of Iowa Conference Art Show, which this year hosted at 
Saydel.  Roland-Story submitted 123 pieces that were judged while we attended a field trip in Des Moines 
to take in various art venues.  Upon our return, the judge gave remarks on the winning pieces, which 
included 19 of our artworks.  At the end of the show, each school received one ribbon to award a piece of 
our choice, and Victoria’s Olson multi-media drawing was chosen by PCM students.  Overall, a strong 
showing and a fun day. 
(Macy Friest, Will Bunn, Dylan Sweeney, Georgia Hughes, Alynn Solberg, Madi Bauer, Reagan Faber, 
Madelyn Richardson, Lexi Vaughn, Clari Gonzales, Madison Geise, Mychal Spencer, Cade Diehl, Aubrey 
Britten, Emory Stanley x2, Adrienne Hanson, Carter Loof, Karly Parker, Annarose Elliott, Skylar Boggs, 
and Victoria Olson) 
  
In April artwork by Independent Art students Will Bunn, Cade Diehl, Lizzy Danielson, Macy Friest, 
Adrienne Hanson, Annie Selby, Emory Stanley, and Mychal Spencer was delivered to the Octagon Center 
for the Arts in Ames for their annual High School Art Exhibition.  Their remaining pieces were put on 
display at the High School Art Show, along with the remaining artwork from throughout the year. Graphic 
Design student, Skylar Boggs created the cover art for the program and Evan Voga won the People’s 
Choice Award with his wheel-thrown pot, entitled “Whirlpool.” At the end of the show, senior artwork was 
then taken to Reliance State Bank to go on display in their lobby during business hours. 
  
As we head into the last few days of school, 
senior art students are wrapping up their murals 
in the art room.  Each student painted an image 
on a “polaroid” to leave for future students, and 
myself, to enjoy.  The 3D art students are 
completing their wheel-thrown projects and 
storytelling sculptures.  Drawing students are 
adding value to their figure drawings and graphic 
design students are polishing up their t-shirt 
designs that will be used for various activities, 
such as next year’s wrestling and this year’s 
Roland Pool Lifeguards.  It’s exciting to have 
such talented kids who are making so many 
projects to share around the building and community. 
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Kevin Masemann - High School Band  

MARCHING BAND 
 
The R-S marching band performed at four home football games. The band performed different 
music for each home football game along with playing the visiting school song for each game. 

This year the parade selection was “Corrado”.  The marching band finished in first place at both 
the Marshalltown Oktemberfest Parade and Carroll Band Days Parade.  R-S finished in first place 
overall at Carroll and the color guard was chosen as the top overall color guard.  The band also 
marched in front of thousands at the annual Tulip Time Parade held in Pella held on Friday, May 
6.  The marching band has upcoming performances for Memorial Day and Scandinavian Days.  

Drum majors that did an amazing job leading the marching band were:  Emilia Broich, Samantha 
Elsberry, and Ellie Thompson.   

SCIBA/CYCLONE/HOIAC HONOR BAND  

Rhianna Koppes was selected to the 11-12 South Central Iowa Honor Band.  This was the 3rd 
straight year that she was selected.  Jacob Hennager and Wrigley Propp were chosen to perform 
in the Iowa State Cyclone Honor band held in February.  Jacob was in the Cardinal Band and 
Wrigley performed with the Gold Band.  The following students participated in 
the HOIAC Conference Honor Band held at Saydel High School on Thursday, March 3rd: 

 Marissa Oetker - flute, Lily Eggman - clarinet, Haley Peyton - clarinet, Tyler Philbrook - 
clarinet, Brooklyn Richardson - clarinet, Drew Stalzer - alto sax, Amber Taylor - tenor sax, 
Aubrey Britten - french horn, Jacob Hennager - french horn, Jori Witthuhn - french horn, Rhianna 
Koppes - trumpet, Ella Sirna - trumpet, Jillian Concannon - trombone, William Licht - tuba, and 
Lucas Wuebker - percussion.  Guest conductor for the honor band was Dr. Vince Kenney.  Dr. 

Vince Kenney is Assistant Director of Bands and Assistant Professor of Low Brass at Drake 
University, where he directs low brass studies and conducts the Drake University Symphonic 
Band, Marching Band, and Bulldog Brass.  Dr. Kenney is active performing as a euphonium 
soloist, conductor, and chamber musician, and has presented guest artist recitals at dozens of the 
finest universities and music conferences throughout the United States, including the 

International Tuba-Euphonium Association Conference, the United States Army Band Tuba/
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COLOR GUARD  

The R-S Color Guard performed at the Iowa State Dance/Drill Team Association Championships 
held at Hy-Vee Hall and Wells Fargo Arena in Des Moines.  The flag squad finished in 2nd place 
in color guard class II for all of Iowa.  The top 5 schools in our class were as follows:  Creston, 

Roland-Story, North Polk, Benton, and Estherville Lincoln Central.  We also had seven soloists 
receive division 1 solo awards.  The following students gave amazing performances on their solos 
at ISDTA:  Kayley Birkland, Capri Cory, Emma McGuigan, Rima Patel, Ally Ringsby, Samantha 
Sanderson, and Mara Spence.  Color Guard members:  Kayley Birkland, Aubrey Britten, Capri 
Cory, Kierra Elliott, Emma McGuigan, Ella Murphy, Rima Patel, Brooklyn Richardson, Ally 

Ringsby, Samantha Sanderson, Mara Spence, and Brooke Thompson.  The color guard instructor 
is Jennifer Masemann. 

JAZZ BAND  

R-S Jazz Band finished in 5th place out of fifteen bands in Class 2A at the Iowa Jazz 
Championships held at Iowa State University on Tuesday, April 5th.  Outstanding performance 
awards at IJC went to Macy Friest - trumpet & flugelhorn, Nathan Limas - trombone, and Jacob 
Hennager - guitar.  This marked the nineteenth year that R-S has qualified for the Iowa Jazz 
Championships since 2003 and fourth time finishing in the top five in Class 2A.  Results this year 

include the following:  South Central Iowa Band Association Jazz Festival - 2nd place out of six 
bands.  Outstanding performance awards - Macy Friest - trumpet, Nathan Limas - trombone, and 
Jacob Hennager - guitar. Iowa Central Community College Triton Jazz Festival - 2nd place out of 
eighteen bands.  Outstanding performance awards - Macy Friest - trumpet, Nathan Limas - 
trombone, and Jacob Hennager - guitar. Iowa High School Music Association Jazz Festival - 

excellent rating.  Southeast Polk Jazz Fest - 1st place out of four bands.  Outstanding performance 
awards - Ellie Thompson - flute, Samantha Elsberry - trumpet, Macy Friest - trumpet, Nathan 
Limas - trombone, Jacob Hennager - guitar, Saxophone section, Trumpet section, Trombone 
section, and Rhythm section.  University of Northern Iowa Tallcorn Jazz Festival - 3rd place out 
of ten bands.  Outstanding performance awards - Samantha Elsberry - trumpet, Macy Friest - 

trumpet, and Jacob Hennager - guitar.  Hoover JazzFest - 1st place out of ten bands.  Outstanding 
performance awards - Macy Friest - trumpet, Nathan Limas - trombone, and Jacob Hennager - 
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CONCERT BAND  

The concert band students had three stellar performances. The band performed the following 
selections in the Winter Concert held on Monday, December 13th: “Joy To The World”, “The 

Bells Of Christmas”, “Go Tell It On The Mountain”, “The Polar Express”, and “Christmas 
Recollections”. The February concert on February 10th  featured the following selections: 
“Devonshire Overture”, “Queen’s Park Melody”, “Mt. Everest”, and “The Klaxon March”.  
The May Spring Concert was held on Tuesday, May 3rd and included the following 
selections:  “Ross Roy”, “Song For Lyndsay”, “Selections From Wicked”, and “The Stars And 

Stripes March”.  The concert band performed at the Iowa High School Music Association 
Large-Group Festival at Woodward-Granger High School.  A total of thirteen schools were at 
the site.  R-S was one of only two schools to receive division 1 ratings from all three judges. 

SOLO/ENSEMBLE FESTIVAL  

Roland-Story High School participated in Iowa High School Music Association solo/ensemble 
festival held at Ogden High School on Saturday, April 2.  Ratings for the band students were as 
follows:  Samantha Warnick - flute solo 1, Emma McGuigan, Mara Spence, and Ellie 
Thompson - flute trio 1, Dravyn Spencer-Froehlich - tenor sax solo - 2, Wrigley Propp - bari 

sax solo 1, Aubrey Britten - french horn solo 1, Rhianna Koppes - trumpet solo 1, Jillian 
Concannon - trombone solo - 1, Nathan Limas - trombone solo 1 (perfect score), Aaliyah Selby 
- trombone solo - 1, Bradey Haberl, Cole Olson, and Aaliyah Selby - trombone trio 1, Jillian 
Concannon, Macy Friest, Jacob Hennager, Rhianna Koppes, Nathan Limas, and Cedric Ray - 
mixed brass sextet - 1, Lizzy Danielson - piano solo 1, Lucas Wuebker - piano solo 1, and 

Lizzy Danielson and Lucas Wuebker - piano duet 1 (perfect score).  Nathan Limas was chosen 

FLORIDA TRIP

The Roland-Story High School Band traveled to Florida over spring break from March 12th – 
18th.  The RS Marching Norse was selected to march in Magic Kingdom for their 50th 
celebration.  The band marched down Main Street U.S.A. on Monday, March 14 in the 
evening.  The RS Concert Band performed in the Instrumental Workshop at Epcot where we 

recorded the music of “Frozen” to be put with Disney movie clips.  The band also visited the 
other Disney Parks, Universal Studios, Kennedy Space Center and Clearwater Beach.  All of 
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La Clase de Español
Mrs. Lettow and Mrs. Paulson

Every-other year, the Spanish Department takes Roland-Story students on a trip to a Spanish-speaking country over 

spring break.  This opportunity is offered to Juniors and Seniors who have completed at least two years of the Spanish 

curriculum.  This unique experience allows students to be immersed in the Spanish language and culture, while 

learning to be a conscientious world tourist.  This year, 19 R-S students went to Costa Rica for 8 days.

We started by flying into San José, meeting our tour guide, Pavel,  and then transferring by bus to our hotel.  That 

evening we ate at a local restaurant and enjoyed local cuisine and some amazing tropical fruit juice.

On day 2, we started the morning with a drive up the Poas Volcano to tour the Doka Estate coffee plantation. After a 

guided tour and explanation of how they grow and produce coffee beans, we had lunch near their butterfly gardens. 

We then traveled to the Arenal volcano area and transferred hotels. 

To begin day 3, we hiked 4 miles on lava trails and took a kayaking tour of the adjoining lake. That evening we 

enjoyed some natural hot springs. It was a busy day!
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Next, we drove west over the central mountains to the Pacific Coast. Upon arrival at the River Tarcoles, the group of 

Norsemen embarked on a guided boat tour of a nature preserve where we saw crocodiles up close and lots of coastal 

birds. After our exhilarating boat ride, we transferred to our last hotel on a black sand beach. 

Day 5 found us visiting the Natuwa Animal Sanctuary. As we toured the facility we saw monkeys, sloths, macaws, 

parrots, toucans, tapirs, and jaguars. We learned about deforestation of the area and how that has affected the native 

species. This particular sanctuary has helped to repopulate the scarlet macaw population that had been wiped out for 

60 years. Our group also spent some time cleaning up and hauling out forest debris. After lunch we were given some 

free time to explore one of the beach towns nearby and shop for souvenirs. 

We left early on day 6 to drive south to the Manuel Antonio National Park where we explored the jungle and 

mangrove forest, got close up with a family of white-faced capuchin monkeys and spent most of the day at a secluded 

beach. When we returned to our hotel that evening, we were able to watch the sunset and take some amazing photos.

Day 7 we went on a zipline tour in the Puntarenas coastal mountain range. The tour included a cable car ride to the 

top and 10 different cables back down to the resort facility. Lunch was served before getting back on the bus for our 

return trip to San José. That night Pavel took us to a famous local restaurant, Mirador Ram Luna, with breathtaking 

views of the capital city and traditional dance entertainment. 

The next morning, we ended our trip with a traditional Costa Rican breakfast and our tour guide took us to the airport 

for the flight home.  It was a fantastic week filled with lots of fun activities.  We got to experience the diversity of 

Costa Rica’s geography, witness its natural beauty and learn about ecotourism, savor the tropical cuisine, and interact 

with its friendly people.  It was an unforgettable journey!



ROLAND-STORY COMMUNITY SCHOOL DISTRICT	 May 2022

In Remembrance 

This month, we lost a member of the Roland-Story Athletics family with the passing of 
Jim Kinyon. 

Jim was a teacher, head wrestling coach, middle school coach, middle school activities 
director, and longtime volunteer. He will be remembered for his passion for education, 
community service, and guiding our student-athletes to success. He retired in 2009 after 
a 40-year career that included coaching two state champions and leading the program 
to 252 total wins.

After his retirement, Jim continued to volunteer with our wrestling program, doing 
whatever he could to help out. We are forever grateful for the impact he had on 
generations of our students and student-athletes.
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The Roland-Story Newsletter 
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year at the end of each 
quarter and in July.  It is 

also available on our website 
at rolandstory.school.

NONPROFIT ORG 
U.S. POSTAGE 

PAID 
STORY CITY, IA 50248 

PERMIT NO. 41

Postal Customer

Roland-Story CSD 
1009 Story Street 
Story City, IA 50248

DATES TO REMEMBER:

August 11th - In person registration day

August 16th - Freshman Orientation

August 18th - Elementary Meet & Greet

August 22nd- 5th grade supply drop off

August 23rd - First Day of School
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DATES TO REMEMBER:

July - Registration Mailing

August 15 - Registration

August 19 - Freshman Orientation

August 22 - Meet & Greet- MS/ES

August 23 - First Day of School

August 24 - HS Open House


